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CULTURAL STUDIES IN DEGREE PROGRAMMES AT IRISH
UNIVERSITIES!

The author examines the main characteristic features of degree programmes in

Cultural studies taught at Irish universities. The results indicate that the content

and research methodology of most analysed programmes are more similar to

Ukrainian Culturology courses than to classical Cultural studies. Of particular

interest are international and inter-university projects with a comparative

analysis of different cultures, as well as innovative interdisciplinary programmes

of practical value that have no direct correspondence in the practice of teaching
Culturology. In the author’s opinion, the idea of replacing Culturology with
“more progressive” Cultural studies is unfounded. Coordinating curricula in
Culturology with European standards of higher education does not mean giving
up national achievements and identity.

Keywords: university, culture, educational programmes, culturology, cultural

studies, Ireland.

A. C. YacTHuK, KaHaMOAT NCKYCCTBOBEAEHNS, AOLLEHT, HaumoHanbHbI
IopnanYHecKuii yHmeepcuTeT um. dpocnasa Myaporo, r. XapbkoB

NCCNEOOBAHUSA B OBJIACTU KYJIbTYPbI (CULTURAL STUDIES)
B OBPA30BATEJIbHbIX MPOrPAMMAX YHUBEPCUTETOB
UPNAHOUU

PaccMoTpeHbl HanpaeneHns U MeToApbl UCCNeaoBaHN B 061acTy 3HaHWI, 13-
BECTHOI Ha 3anage noa HasBaHuem cultural studies Ha npumepe obpasosa-
TENbHbIX MPOrpaMM MPAHACKMX YHUBEPCUTETOB. YCTaHOBIEHO, 4TO 60osblUas
4acCTb 3TUX MPOrpaMM COAEpPXaTesbHO U METOLONIOrMYECKN ropa3no bnvxe

K OTe4eCTBEHHbIM KypCaM KynbTypOJIOrMn n NCKyCCTBOBEOEHUA, YeM K Knac-

cuyeckmm cultural studies. BbiiBNeHO, 4TO 3aCnyXuBalOT BHUMaHUS MeXay-

HapOAdHble U MEXYHUBEPCUTETCKME MNPOEKTbl C KOMMNapaTUBHbIM aHa/IM30M
Pa3HbIX KYNbTYP, a TakXXe NHHOBALMOHHbIE MeXONCUNMINHAPHbIE MPOrpaMmbl

nparmMaTuyHoi HanpaBNeHHOCTU, He MMEOLLME MPSAMbIX aHaNOroB B NpakTuke
npenogasaHus Kynstyponorum. OTMeYeHO, YTO YTBEPXAEHNS O HEOOX0ANMO-
CTV 3aMeHbl KyNETYyposiorum Ha «6onee nporpeccuBHble» cultural studies aBns-
oTcst 6e30CHOBaTENbHLIMU. [JoKa3aHo, 4To cornacoBaHme y4ebHbix naaHoB no
KyNbTYPONOrM C eBPONECKMMM CTaHaapTamm BbICLLEro 06pa3oBaHus He 03-
HayaeT 0Tka3a OT 0TEYECTBEHHbIX AOCTUXEHWIA 1 COOCTBEHHON NAEHTUYHOCTU.

KnioyeBble cnoBa: yH1BepCUTET, Ky/bTypa, 00pa3oBaTesibHbIE MPOrpaMmbl,
cultural studies, WpnaHawms.

1 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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AOCHNIAXEHHS B TAJTY3I KYJIbTYPU (CULTURAL STUDIES)
B OCBITHIX MPOrPAMAX YHIBEPCUTETIB IPJIAHAII

AKTyanbHicTb. Halle CycnifibCTBO XapakTepn3yeTbCs LBUAKNM 3POCTaHHAM
PO YHIBEPCUTETIB Y NOLIMPEHHI 3HaHb Ta GOPMYBaAHHI iIHTENEKTYaNbHOI €liTH.
lNopiBHAHO Nerkmin LOCTYN A0 BULLLOI OCBITU B Aesikmx kpaiHax €C Ta BiaKpuTiCTb
€BPONENCbKNX KOPLOHIB € CEPMO3HMMMN BUKIMKAMW 419 YKPATHCbKMX YHIBEPCH-
TeTiB. [N BUXMBAHHS B KOHKYPEHTHil 60poTh6i yKpaiHCbKMM 3akiagam BULLOI
OCBITM MOTPIBHA, 30KpeMa, iHpOopMaLis NPO HaBYasbHI MPOrpamMu Ta HanpPsaMu
LOCNIAKEHb 3aXigHMX YHIBEPCUTETIB Y CNOPIAHEHNX rany3sx 3HaHb. KpUTuyHMM
aHania Takoi iHdopmadii HagacTb 3Morn 06’eKTUBHILIE OLIHUTI BNACHY iAeH-
TUYHICTb Ta BU3HAYUTU, KW 3apyOixXHMIA AOCBIA, CNif, 3aN03NYNTN, a AKUIA — Hi.
Oco06511BO akTyanbHUM Y LibOMY MiaHi € BUBYEHHS OCBITHIX Nporpam y ranysi
KYNbTYPW, OCKINIbKN OOCAIAKEHHS B LA ranysi CNpUsioTb KPaLLoMy PO3YMiHHIO
Cy4aCHMX LMBINi3aLinHNX NPOLECIB.

MerTa cTaTTi — npoaHanidyBaTti OCHOBHI XxapakTepHi 03HaKM HaBYasibHKX NPO-
rpam i3 cultural studies, Wwo BMKNagaTLCS B ipNaHACBKUX YHiBepcuTeTax. Y
KOHTEKCTi HUHILLHBOI Amnckycii «Kynbtyponoria vs Cultural studies» cnig 3BepHy-
TV yBary, ski enemeHTtu cultural studies JouUinbHO 3an03nYNTY 019 BUKNAAAHHS
KynbTYpOnorii B 3aknagax BULLOi OCBITK YKpaiHu.

MeTopnonoris. Y CTaTTi BUKOPUCTOBYIOTLCA ONUCOBUI, NMOPIBHANBHWI Ta Kna-
cudikauinHMiA Nigxoan.

Pesynbratn. AHanis martepiany BUSBMB BEANKY PI3BHOMAHITHICTb MiAXOAiB 40
BMBYEHHS KYNbTYpU B Ipnanaii, no4nHaloym Bif po3rnsay 3aranbHux TeopeTny-
HVX aCMeKTiB 00 BUBYEHHSI KOHKPETHUX KynbTyp. TEOPETUYHI MUTAHHS BUKNa-
[JalTbCs B KNACUYHKX YHIBEPCUTETAX, BOAHOYAC NPOrpamMy MEHLUMX 3aknagis
4aCTO CMPSIMOBAHI Ha MPaKTUYHE 3aCTOCYBaHHS HabyTVX B YHIBEPCUTETI Ha-
BMYOK Ta 3HaHb. TNOBMMU N5 BiNbLIOCTI KYPCiB € NOEAHaHHS inel i MeToais,
3ano3nyeHrX y PidHUX CoLiaNibHUX Ta FyMaHIiTapHMX HayK, a TakoX CrnpsiMoBa-
HICTb Ha BUBYEHHS KYJIbTYPHUX IHCTUTYTIB Cy4aCHOro Cycninbctea. BussneHo,
LLIO BiNbLUICTb i3 UMX Nporpam 3MiCTOBHO i METOA0/10rYHO HabaraTo 6avxyi oo
YKPAIHCBKMX KYPCiB Ky/bTYPOOrii Ta MUCTELTBO3HABCTBA, aHiX A0 KNACUYHMNX
cultural studies. Yumano nporpam 30CepenxyloTbC Ha BUBHEHHI PONBKIIOPY,
eTHoorii Ta MUCTELTBa, TOOTO rany3eit 3HaHb, ki aKTVBHO BUKNIQAAlOThCS B
YkpaiHi. BogHo4Yac AOUINBHO YBaXHilLE O3HANOMUTUCS 3 TakMMW iHHOBALLn-
HYMW KypCamuy Ha NEPETUHI FyMaHITapHMX HayK, OOYMCNEHb Ta YNPABIHHS iH-
dopmadieto, sk Digital Humanities; MNopisHsinbHa nitepaTypa Ta cultural studies;
KynbTypHi BigMIHHOCTI Ta nepexigHi npouecun. 3acnyroBytoTb Ha yBary MixHa-
POJHI Ta MiXYHIBEPCUTETCbKI NPOEKTN 3 KOMNapaTMBHUM aHani30M Pi3HUX
KYNIbTYP, @ TakOX iHHOBALiNHI MiXAMcuMniiHapHi nporpamy nparMaTnyHoro
CNPsSIMYBaHHSA, 5iKi HE MalOTb NMPSMUX @HANOriB Y MPaKTULL BUKNAOAHHS KyNbTy-
ponorii. Cxoxe TakoX, Lo ipnaHAChKi YHIBEPCUTETM HAZAI0Th WMPLUI Kap'epHi
MOXJIMBOCTI Y Cchepi KynbTypKn, aHiXX aHanorivyHi HaB4anbHi 3aknaau B YkpaiHi.
JouinbHO AONOBHUTM YKPaiHCBKI Nporpamu 3 KyasTyponorii cneujanbHum Kyp-
COM, L0 CTOCYETLCA A0CBIAY BMKNaaaHHa cultural studies y 3axigHux yHiBep-
cuTeTax.
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HoeusHa. Ctatta aBnsie coboto nepiuy cnpoby cucteMaTnayBaTyt HaBYasbHi
nporpamu 3 cultural studies B ipnaHACbKMX YHiBEPCUTETAX Ta NOPIBHATK iX 3
Kypcamu KynsTyponorii, Lo BUKNaAaThCs B ykpaiHCbkmx 3BO.
MpakTuyHe 3Ha4YeHHs. MaTtepianu Ljei CTaTTi MOXYTb CTaTW B HAro4i ykpaiH-
CbKUM npodecioHanam, ki po3pobnfioTb Kypcu KyabTyPOOrii.

KniouoBi cnoBa: yHiBepcuTeT, KynbTypa, OCBITHI nporpamu, cultural studies,
Ky/bTYpOJIOrisl, Ipnansis.

Problem statement. Our society is characterized by rapid growth of
the role of universities in the dissemination of knowledge and the formation
of the intellectual elite. The relatively easy access to higher education in
some EU countries and the openness of European borders present serious
challenges to Ukrainian universities. To survive in competition, Ukrainian
higher education institutions need, in particular, information on curricula
and research areas of Western universities in related fields of knowledge. A
critical analysis of such information will allow us to evaluate our identity
more objectively and to determine what foreign experience is worth
borrowing and what is not. Particularly relevant in this regard is the study
of educational programmes in the field of culture, because research in this
field contribute to a better understanding of modern civilization processes.

The purpose of the article is to review the content and research
methods of a range of humanities known in the West under the title of
“cultural studies”. The materials for analysis are drawn from curricula in
cultural studies adopted at the universities of the Republic of Ireland. This
choice was made, first of all, because of the high quality of higher education
in Ireland, attractive to applicants from many countries, including Ukraine.
In the context of the “culturology vs cultural studies” discussion, it is also
interesting to see whether the claims of culturology’s “lagging behind” from
Western approaches to the study of culture are well-founded.

Previous research. The main conceptual provisions of cultural
studies are outlined, for example, in (Grossberg & Radway, 1994) and in
The Cultural studies Reader, ed. by S. During (During, 1999). In this book,
S. Hall, G. Spivak and other well-known researchers analyse various stages
of the development of cultural studies from the emergence as an independent
discipline to the present state and prospects for the future. Other authors
consider, in particular, the problems of globalization, postcolonialism,
postmodernism and state policy in the field of culture. Reading Digital
Culture (Trend, 2001), Media and Cultural studies (Durham & Kellner,
2012) deal with the study of new forms of culture in information society.
The range of issues discussed in these writings is typical of the British school
of cultural studies: the relation of culture to such phenomena of modern
social life as nationalism and identity, regionalism, digital communication,
feminism, postmodernism, etc.
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The standards of culturology as a science and academic discipline are
outlined in (Sheyko, Kanistratenko & Kushnarenko, 2018, p. 64). The
conceptual apparatus, theoretical principles, goals and methods of culturology
are described in (Sheyko, Bohutskyi, & Germanova de Diaz, 2012).

The early 21% century witnessed a lively debate in the post-Soviet
educational environment as to the feasibility of further teaching culturology
at higher education institutions and replacing this discipline with “more
progressive” cultural studies (see, e.g, Zvereva, 2008; Nurzhanov &
Yerzhanova, 2010). The arguments of the supporters of this idea often
contradict each other; worth noticing, however, is a serious analysis of the
common features of culturology and cultural studies and the differences
between them. Also discussed are the differences between cultural studies and
cultural anthropology; in Ukrainian tradition the latter is treated as a field of
culturology (Sheyko, Bohutskyi & and Germanova de Diaz, 2012, p. 33).

The main text. Culturology is defined as “a humanitarian discipline that
studies culture as a whole system, diversity of cultures in space and time,
interaction of cultures, types of cultures, patterns of development of socio-
cultural life...” (Sheyko, Bohutskyi & Germanova de Diaz, 2012, 31). Culture,
in turn, is seen as a subsystem of a coherent socio-cultural structure (Sheyko
and Bohutskyi, 2005, p. 337). Representatives of this school focus mainly on
the study of historical and theoretical aspects of culture. The applied part of
culturology is known in the West as cultural anthropology. Being concerned
with the cultural characteristics of man (mentality, use of language, signs,
symbols, etc.), cultural anthropology intersects with ethnography (Sheyko,
Bohutskyi & and Germanova de Diaz, 2012, p. 33). Thus, the subject of
culturology is culture proper, i.e. culture as a self-sufficient institution.

Justifying the use of the term ‘cultural studies’ outside the English-
speaking world, researchers rightly refer to the absence of an appropriate
term in post-Soviet educational practice. In their opinion, there are
significant differences between culturology and cultural studies in content,
conceptual apparatus, theoretical approaches and methodology (Nurzhanov
& Yerzhanova, 2010). The term ‘cultural studies’ is rather vague; the
grammatical form of the plural implies both methodological pluralism and
the plurality of the objects being studied (Usmanova, 2001, p. 5). Another
feature of cultural studies is its applied orientation. There are even voices
that accuse culturologists of inability to “... work with specific cultural forms
and processes, various types of texts, various cultural objects.” (Zvereva,
2008). However, such criticism seems groundless because the theoretical
findings of cultural anthropology (and this is a branch of culturology!) are,
to a large extent, based on field studies of specific cultures.

Priority areas of cultural studies are synchronous studies of the culture
of post-industrial society using the methods of semiotics, discursive analysis,
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content analysis, etc. The opponents of the cultural approach consider the
focus on the phenomena of contemporary culture more relevant than the
obsolete, in their view, historical principles of cultural studies (Zvereva,
2008). Another benefit of cultural studies is their distinctive interdisciplinary
character. Researchers in this field use the ideas and methods of history,
philosophy, sociology, literary criticism, ethnography, religious studies, art
criticism, political science, aesthetics and other fields of knowledge. However,
such a diversity of scientific interests cannot be regarded as an exclusive
merit of cultural studies. The importance of a multidisciplinary approach
to the study of culture is also emphasized today by a number of prominent
culturologists (Sheyko, Kanistratenko and Kushnarenko, 2018, p. 64).

In the British model of higher education, which also includes the
universities of Ireland, teaching “cultural studies” is given a proper place.
The content, forms and objectives of the Irish curricula in cultural studies
are drawn in this article on the material of the following portals: www.
courses.ie/course-category/cultural-studies/; www.masterstudies.com/
MA /Cultural-Studies/; www.mastersportal.com/.../area-cultural-studies.
html. A general description of the higher education system in Ireland can
be found at https://staracademy.ua/high-education/universitety-irlandii.
Irish universities, colleges, and institutes of technology offer applicants
for cultural studies progrannes at the bachelor’s, master’s, and PhD levels.
The most prestigious universities in Ireland are Trinity College Dublin,
University College Dublin and University of Limerick. The international
rating of these institutions is quite high: Trinity College Dublin is one of
the top 100 universities in the world; University College Dublin ranks 29th
among European universities.

At Trinity College Dublin you can earn a Master of Arts (MA), Master
of Philology (M.Phil.) or Master of Literature (M.Litt.). The title of the
degree depends on the main focus of the programme, although university
prospectuses traditionally list all educational programmes in the field of
culture under the common title of Master of Cultural studies.

Irish cultural specificity is represented at Trinity College Dublin by
the Master’s programme in Early Irish. Graduates of this course obrain
the M.Phil degree. Students explore different stages of Irish language
development, study the history of Trish law and literature. Course duration
is 2 years. The course is completed with writing and defending a thesis
20,000 words in length.

Characteristic of the Chinese Studies programme is a combination
of interdisciplinary and mixed historical and synchronic approaches to
the study of culture. Students take the Chinese language and translation
(theoretical and practical aspects), history, culture, social policy of China.
Having successfully completed the course, students earn an M.Phil degree.
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One should also mention the M.Phil Master’s Degree programme in
Digital Humanities & Culture. Itisafield of knowledge and a field of research
at the intersection of the humanities, computer sciences and information
management. The study involves analysis, synthesis and presentation of
information in electronic format, the use of digital technologies in cultural
heritage preservation. Related departments offer students electives in
languages, music, media, history, Celtic studies. Masters programmes in
Digital Humanities & Culture are designed for students holding a bachelor’s
degree in social sciences and computer science. A similar programme (PhD)
is offered at Maynooth University.

University College Dublin (UCD) offers a wide range of programmes
in the humanities: history, linguistics, literature, cultural studies, folklore,
Irish, art history, art management, cultural policy, cinema, music, theatre,
etc. UCD’s College of Arts and Humanitiesists is composed of seven
academic schools and a research center. Upon completion of the bachelor’s
course, students earn a BA Arts or BA Humanities). The Pre-University
Arts, Culture and History prepares applicants for undergraduate studies
in the arts, culture and history. Students gain knowledge of archeology,
local lore, folklore and ethnology, contemporary European culture, and
get acquainted with the basics of research, journalism, political science,
organizational activities and communication. Similar courses are available
at Laoghaire Further Education Institute, National University of Ireland
Maynooth, Dunboyne College of Further Education and other institutions.

Maynooth University is the youngest university in Ireland. Within the
framework of the international SOCRATES programme, this institution
offers a unique Master’s course (MA) under the title Cultural Differences &
Transitional Processes. Other participants of the project are the universities
of Vienna, Barcelona, Lyon, Ljubljana and Stockholm. The programme
requires that each student is to attend classes at one of the partner
universities for 2 semesters. This format makes it possible to study other
societies, cultural differences and transnational problems “in their home
countries”.

Equally interesting is the practice of educating PhDs in inter-university
cooperation programmes within Ireland proper. For example, the Philosophy
of Art & Culture programme was jointly developed by the Departments of
Philosophy of NUI Galway, Mary Immaculate College, and the History
Department of Limerick University. Students of this course can make
use of the experience and intellectual resources of the three educational
institutions. PhD graduates receive their degrees at the University of
Limerick.

At Master’s level (MA), the University of Limerick offers the Com-
parative Literature and Cultural studies programme. This unique programme
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provides a comparative analysis of the functioning of literature, culture
and the arts in the different societies, and their impact on the formation
of collective identity. Core disciplines also include theory of literature and
culture; comparative studies of world literature and culture; language and
culture, and cultural identity as text. Elective courses: gender, culture and
society; culture in a market economy; theory of feminist literature; Irish in
American literature and culture; Irish-German cultural relations; German
literature and culture in the European context; transitional processes in
culture based on literature and film in Spain in the 1970s — 1990s; issues
of the universal in contemporary French literature. Enrollment in one of
the latter four courses requires knowledge of German, Spanish or French,
respectively. Some of the courses were developed as part of a collaboration
agreement between the University of Limerick and NUT Galway.

Mary Immaculate College, although not one of the largest HEAs, has
a respectable scientific and pedagogical base. The European Thought &
Culture Master’s course is closely related to Ukrainian cultural disciplines.
In diachrony, the programme explores the origins, characteristics and
evolution of Europe’s intellectual movements, and in synchrony, it deals
with their impact on the current state and problems of European civilization.

The list of master’s programmes presented in the Courses.ie portal under
the titles Cultural studies also includes the MA course “Design History &
Material Culture” at the National College of Art & Design, Dublin. Din
Laoghaire Institute of Art Design and Technology offers the MA programme
in Public Culture Studies. The programme is based on a multidisciplinary
approach to the study of culture. Culture is studied in connection with the
life of society, i.e. with politics, ideology, social communications. Theoretical
principles, conceptual apparatus and methods of research in art, political
science, media studies are all used in this programme. Students explore
human behavior in society, social movements, mechanisms of government,
issues of cultural policy, the functioning of the arts and the media in
society. The programme consists of the following modules: Theory of
Culture and Society; Research Methodology; Academic Writing; Culture
as Text: a Critical Approach; Relationship between Culture and Society;
Cultural Policy and Practice. Upon completion of the course, graduates are
expected to be able to analyse and critically evaluate public policy in the
field of culture, interpret public documents, solve complex and unexpected
problems of the relationship between culture and society.

The rich cultural heritage of the Irish people is a matter of national pride
and national concern in Ireland. Irish language and culture are taught not
only at the largest universities in the country. Programmes in Early Irish
Studies, M.Litt. are offered, in particular, at Maynooth University. Irish
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folklore is studied as a major at Crumlin College of Further Education.
Students get acquainted with various aspects of folk art such as traditional
music, architecture, rituals, beliefs, legends, folk medicine, fairy tales and so
on. The NUT Galway Center for Adult Learning & Professional Development
offers a degree in Irish Studies Online. This online course in Irish culture
combines elements of folklore, ethnographic studies and literature with
a multidisciplinary approach characteristic of cultural studies. Ireland’s
traditional culture (music, dance, archeology), history and literature are
studied together with political science and history courses.

The Courses.ie portal also includes the Cultural Event Management
course designed for students holding bachelor’s degree. A similar programme
is offered, for example, by Din Laoghaire Institute of Art Design and
Technology. The course provides students with knowledge and skills at the
intersection of culture, art and business. Upon completion of the course they
obtain a master’s degree in cultural events management.

Conclusion. In Ireland, university degree programmes, known under
the common title of “Cultural studies”, differ in content and methodological
approaches. Of the 16 programmes analyzed, only 4 meet the criteria of the
British school of Cultural studies (multidisciplinary approach, application
of different methodological approaches, analysis of cultural forms as
texts, emphasis on the study of cultural institutions of modern society).
Theoretical issues of culture are explored at classical universities, whereas the
programmes of smaller education institutions are of more practical character.
The content and research methodology of most analysed programmes are
more similar to Ukrainian courses in ethnography, folklore, literary, and the
arts. Worth studying is the experience of international and inter-university
cooperation projects with comparative analysis of different cultures. In this
context, the arguments in favor of replacing cultural studies with “more
advanced” cultural studies seem far-fetched and unfounded. One cannot but
agree with the statement by Ukrainian researcher O. V. Kravchenko that
cultural studies, which reflect the specifics of the “post-Soviet intellectual
situation”, go beyond the “stagnant Soviet ideological paradigms”
(Kravchenko, 2013). A specific feature and indisputable advantage of
Ukrainian school of culturology is a combination of historical, theoretical
and applied components. For instance, the educational programmes for
future culturologists at Kharkiv State Academy of Culture feature the
following topics: Semiotics and Hermeneutics; Postmodern Culture; Text
Analysis, etc.). Archeological, ethnological field work and museum practice
are part of educational process. However, in our opinion, it would be
advisable to supplement the curriculum with a special course analyzing the
experience of teaching cultural studies at Western universities.
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